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Tipton School Foundation 
     The Tipton School Foundation is a non-profit 
entity founded in October 1998 to raise funds on 
behalf of the Tipton School District. The Foundation 
endeavors to support academics and fine arts and to 
extend the facilities, services and resources of the 
Tipton Community School District.  
     Alumni and the community are encouraged to 
invest in the future of the Tipton Community 
Schools and its students as we strive for excellence.   
     Your generous contributions over the years have 
funded the following: bleachers in the MS gym, 
acoustical shells for the K-12 music program, music 
technology for the high school music program, 
portable sound system and spotlights for the fine arts 
department, Orff melody instruments for K-6 music 
program, remodeling the high school media center, 
Aquatic Center timing system for the swim team, 
data projection systems for various classrooms, 
tuxedos and dresses for the high school concert 
band, directional signs to school facilities, 
auditorium seating for the remodeled high school 
auditorium.  
     The Foundation's most recent project helped 
support a new sound system for the middle school 
gym. The goal was to improve the spectator 
experience for a broad range of school events 
including volleyball, basketball, wrestling, band 
concerts and high school graduations. In addition, 
every year, the school hosts the Veterans Day 
ceremony and is the back-up site for the Memorial 
Day ceremony. 
     The Tipton School Foundation is accepting 
donations for current and upcoming projects. Please 
contact Dr. Marlene Johnson at 563-886-6121 for 
information. Your support is appreciated! 

Tipton School Foundation 
%Tipton Community Schools 

400 East Sixth St. 
Tipton, IA 52772 

 

Quad-Cities Times Salute to  
Academics and Achievements 

Academics: Aubrianna Hein; The Arts: Isabelle 
Valet; Humanities: Kayla Behrle; Leadership: Zoe 
Rezac; Math/The Sciences: Hannah Sweeney; 
Vocational Education: Trevor Brennan; Young 
Journalist: Blair Nebergall 
   

Top Ten Class of 2018 
Recognized at graduation ceremonies were the Top 
Ten for the Class of 2018 listed alphabetically: 
Kayla Behrle, Bryce Deerberg, Aubrianna Hein, 
Logan Hoffman, Emmarie Husemann, Blair 
Nebergall, Zoe Rezac, Allie Ryan, Hannah Sweeny, 
and Mackenzie Waltz.  

 
Staff Recognition 

     Each spring the Tipton School District honors its 
employees for their years of service to the district 
and its young people. This recognition emphasizes the 
importance of their work and the high value placed on 
their contributions to education. It is an opportunity 
to say “thank you” for a job well done.  
Staff recognized this year were: 
5 Years - Brooke Williams, Rose Miedl, Tessa Pursell, 
Megan Lilienthal, Vicki Pruess  
10 Years - Cole Goodenow, Jessica Goodenow, Jen 
Johnson, Kyle Reeve, Andy Stroup, Cassie Petersen, 
Erin Shields  
15 Years - Amy Calonder, Chad Rezac  
20 Years - Carmen Hoffman, Shelly Mohr  
35 Years - Denise Goetz  
Teacher Retirees - Shonna Becker and Denise Goetz 

   
  

Last Day of School: May 25! 
Dismissal: 11:30 (11:15 HS)
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Email and Internet Usage at School 
     At Tipton Community School District, all students have a district e-mail account K-12. This is how students, for 
example, access Google Docs for learning. These e-mail accounts are set up so that elementary and middle school 
students can receive emails only from other Tipton CSD students or staff.  Each account is protected by a password for 
that student. Parents can ask to be cc’ed on all e-mails sent to their child’s school e-mail account. Just call the office and 
provide us with the adult e-mail account address.  Also, parents can ask to be notified if their student changes the 
password to their account. Parents can have access to any student records until their child turns 18. At 18, you no longer 
have access without permission of the 18 year old.  Did you know that all school e-mails are archived forever? If your 
student is under 18, you may request to see all activities regarding the e-mail address usage. Even if your child deletes it 
off the school device, we still have a copy of it and can access it for you should you desire such access.   
     Our School Policy allows the Internet to be utilized for instruction and student learning. At Tipton Community School 
District, we set up filters to keep students from accessing sites that would not be appropriate for education.  We 
continually update our filters as needed or as new sites are found or firewalls are no longer secure. However, these filters 
and firewalls only work on devices connected to our school network.  If your child brings a device from home and gets 
online using their cellular data our filters will not work, so your child has unlimited access to anywhere on the internet. This 
information is being shared with you so that you can have those conversations with your child on where they can go on 
the internet or what apps they can use when using their personal device data. Rest assured we have those conversations 
here at school as well.  
     Please contact the school if you have additional questions regarding how we use the Internet for learning and 
instruction or if you wish to be cc’d to your child’s e-mail account. Our office number is 563-886-6121. 
Dr. Marlene M. Johnson 
 

The Internet and Your Child 
The Internet is truly a wonderful resource for our children and their education. No matter what children are interested in, there are 
hundreds of sites available to help them follow their curiosity of learning. However, there are also frightening aspects of the Internet 
as well, which is why families need to be involved. Here are a few tips to assist families in keeping their loved ones safe. These tips 
were provided by NAESP (National Association of Elementary School Principals).  
Freedom of Information. Children, particularly those in the preteen and teen years, use the Internet to communicate with peers. Kids 
may think that the e-mails and profiles they create are private.  Kids may even think that only their friends and those close to them can 
access their sites. Or, that once deleted off their personal device, the information is gone forever. Unfortunately the reality can be far 
different than what is perceived to be true. As educators and parents, we need to explain to children that whatever they post online is 
available for anyone to see. A rule of thumb for the postings should be, “Would you be ok if grandma read it or a future employer?”  
Learn the Lingo. Learn the lingo. If you don’t know about Internet terms, find someone who can bring you up to speed. The only 
way you can be an effective ally for your child on the Web is to understand the language. Know what apps your child is using or has 
access to use (from someone else’s personal device). Conversations can take place to determine if it is an app that you wish for your 
child to utilize. For example do you know about YikYak, Twitter, Kik, whisper, snapchat, instagram, or Tumbler? These are apps your 
child may have access to if they have personal devices with Internet access. Exploring the pros and cons of these apps with your child 
will assist you in making family decisions of their usage by your child.  
Limit Their Access. Through your Internet service provider, set up parental controls on your child’s screen name to prevent him or 
her from venturing into inappropriate sites. Also make sure that he or she can’t get around those controls by going online through your 
screen name (or the name of another older sibling). Keep your passwords secret and protected. For a list of programs that can help you 
filter out inappropriate content, go to www.getnetwise.org/tools. 
Never Land Rules. Make sure that your children understand the “never” rules of using the Internet.  Never give out any personal 
information for any reason to anyone on the Web, not matter how innocent the request may seem.  Unless instructed otherwise, 
children are too often eager to give out their names and address to get free gifts through the mail or to access “fun” sites.  
Be a “Checkpoint Charlie” (as often as needed). Conversations about where your child can go on their personal device while away 
from your view is so important. I encourage you to periodically check out where they have gone that day, and check out the apps they 
have used.  It’s ok to monitor your student’s personal device, especially in those preteen and middle school years. It provides a great 
time for conversations and compliments when your child follows your rules and guidance regarding Internet Usage.   
Be Aware of Hidden Apps Folders. Decoy apps appear to parents as innocuous which is the purpose of using them.  For example, 
you may see an app for a calculator, but when opened, it is used to hide pictures and videos.  If an app requires a passcode, ask your 
child to enter the passcode and open the app so you can view its usage.  To assist with hidden apps, install safe guard protective 
software or “mobile fence” so you can see their mobile activity. 
Be Understanding. Although some children deliberately seek out “off-limits” web content, many times they stumble upon them while 
trying to find legitimate information.  If your child comes to you and tells you about a disturbing image or site, understand that people 
are misdirected in their searches all the time, and that it was unintentional.  
Teach Your Child about Imposters. Sexual predators are skilled at using the Internet to entice children into online relationships, 
usually by setting up fake identities.  Sadly, you must strongly stress that your children cannot trust anyone on the Web who they do 
not personally know through family or school.  Also help your child know they can come to you if any such relationship does develop.  
More Things a Parent Can Do? Check out guidelines to help keep your child safe using the Internet by checking out 
www.safekids.com/kidsrules.htm. This is a site that provides rules that families can utilize to assist in setting guidelines for Internet 
usage.  
Check out some of the many Web sites that help parents keep their children safe on the Internet.  One of the best, according to 
National Association of Elementary School Principals is www.NetSmartz.org developed by the National Center for Missing and 
Exploited Children and Boys and Girls Clubs of America.  
Talk to your friends, pastors, and other community members about things they may know about different apps and how these apps fit 
into your family philosophies regarding usage.  
 

http://www.safekids.com/kidsrules.htm
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Student Achievement 
     Student achievement is the bottom line for the Tipton 
Community School District. The District uses a variety of ways 
to measure student success. Classroom teachers assess student 
learning, both formally and informally through discussions, 
quizzes, homework, reports, projects and tests. The District uses 
measures to provide a picture of the overall success of the district 
in helping students learn what is expected through the reporting 
of not only core subjects but also technology, building 
environment and 21st century skills. 
     The District uses the Iowa Assessments, formally known as 
Iowa Tests of Basic Skills [ITBS] and Iowa Tests of Educational 
Development [ITED], as state and federal accountability and 
local student improvement. For accountability to District patrons, 
the District reports achievement test results in reading, math and 
science for grades 3-5, 6-8 and 9-11.  The District also uses the 
Northwest Evaluation Association [NWEA] as a multiple 
measure assessment. This computer-generated assessment 
provides teachers with an immediate score to help plan 
instructional strategies. 
     Tipton administrators and teachers use test data to develop the 
District’s Comprehensive School Improvement Plan [C-plan] to 
make instructional decisions and to plan curriculum. The District 
focuses on school improvement goals to monitor student 
achievement.  
 
 

Greetings from the Middle School 
This year in our Guidance classes we focused on two main 
themes in 5th/6th grade and 7th/8th grade. 
In 5/6 focused on relationships and how to navigate middle 
school turmoil. We worked on how to make friends and how 
to keep friends. We also looked into careers and how to get 
the education needed to start those careers. The 5th grade had 
a unit on how to become informed consumers and how 
advertising works to get people to buy certain products. 6th 
grade had a short unit on using the Occupational Outlook 
Handbook to see where careers they want are concentrated, 
and how much money these careers pay, by state. 
In 7/8 we concentrated more on careers and education 
possibilities after high school. We also looked into how much 
money it will take to get the education needed for their chosen 
career. 7th Grade had a unit on Safe Dates and how to keep 
dating violence to minimum. 8th grade researched college 
housing and how much living on campus compares to living 
in apartments. That was a real eye opener for some of the 
students. 
Bryan Carney, 5-8 Guidance Counselor 
 

K-4 Classroom Counseling 
Mrs. Hesse led all students in grades K-4 through an 
exploration of interests, skills and careers. In grades 3-4, 
lessons also focused on ways to be trained for certain jobs 
including college, on-the-job training and specialized skill 
training. Students in K-3 then worked on positive school 
behaviors that will transfer to the next grade level such as: 
self-esteem, teamwork/cooperation, controlling our bodies 
and reviewing the Character Pillars. We also reviewed 
problem solving ideas we can use when we have small and 
big problems. Small problems kids can try to solve on their 
own. Big problems we want kids to get help from an adult 
right away. In May, 4th grade works on transitioning to 
Middle School by listing questions they have and practicing 
locker combinations. Students will be able come in the week 
before school begins to get their locker number and 
combinations. I encourage all 4th graders to take advantage of 
this opportunity. We hope everyone has a fun and safe 
summer! 
Jill Hesse, K-4 School Counselor 

Student of the Month 
The Rotary club recognized 
three more Tipton students 
for academic achievement 
and positive attitudes.  
March: The award for 
March 2018 went to 
Tabatha Brown, daughter 
of Jason Brown of Tipton.   
High School social studies 
teacher, Lauren Doughty, nominated Tabatha with the 
following statement; “Tabby goes above and beyond without 
any expectation of a reward or recognition. She is a class 
leader, an eager learner, my personal secretary during AST, 
and a good friend to those around her. Her character and self 
motivated discipline to learn makes her a leader at our 
school.” 
Tabatha will receive a certificate and have lunch with the 
Tipton Rotary Club at a weekly meeting.  The other students 
nominated for the award this month were pictured L to R: 
Erin Collins, Tabatha Brown, Kaylea Claussen. 
April: The award for April 2018 went to Nick Paul, son of 
Linda Paul of Tipton.  Tipton High School special education 
teacher, Steven Sattz, nominated Nick with the following 
statement “It is with great honor that I nominate Nick Paul as 
Tipton High School's Student of the Month. Since the 
beginning of the school year, Nick has exemplified what it 
means to work hard and try your hardest at something. Every 
day, he comes prepared 
and ready to complete 
what needs to be done. 
This work ethic in the 
classroom has carried over 
to his job practicum with 
the Tipton CSD Food 
Service Department where 
he has received great 
rapport from his supervisors on how he can complete tasks 
with effort and precision. The great thing about Nick is that he 
doesn't let any barriers get in the way of achieving his goals. 
He continues to strive to exceed expectations set forth by 
others. One of his goals at the beginning of the school year 
was to walk across the graduation stage and he will certainly 
do so in less then a month! The work that Nick has done at 
Tipton has laid a good foundation for him to be successful in 
our community and we look forward to seeing him continue 
to grow as a outstanding individual!”. 
Nick will receive a certificate and have lunch with the Tipton 
Rotary Club at a weekly meeting.  The other students 
nominated for the award this month were pictured (with Nick) 
L to R: Shay Fonner, Nick Paul, Isabella Spies. 
 

Professional Development 
The Tipton Community School District has completed 

another very successful year of professional development. 
The state requires the district to follow the Iowa Professional 
Development Model, which must have theory, research and 
practice embedded in the professional development to direct 
and give purpose to all of the professional development days. 

This year during the district’s 2-hour early release 
sessions the teachers worked on many things and provided a 
deeper understanding of the necessary curriculum measures 
used by the school and the state of Iowa. 

The 2017-18 school year provided time for the teachers 
to build a professional learning community that supported 
academic achievement. 
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Meal Account Balance 
Thank you to all who supported our School Food Service 
program during the school year.  Please let your students 
know that we really appreciated their manners and smiles as 
they came through the lunch line, as well as the students 
being interested in trying new menu items.   All meal 
account balances will be carried over into the next school 
year.  If you are not sure of your meal account balance, the 
balance and account history can be viewed at 
www.schoolcafe.com, you may contact Food Service at 563-
886-9701, or e-mail Shelly.Mohr@tipton.k12.ia.us.  If you 
had a student graduate, you will want to deactivate your 
account at www.schoolcafe.com for that student. Students 
returning for the next school year, can still have deposits 
made into their meal accounts online or by sending money to 
School Food Service, 400 East 6th Street, Tipton, IA 
 52772.  That may help you with registration by not having 
to put money in the lunch account in addition to other 
registration expenses. 
If you would like help putting together meals for the summer 
for your students who may be on their own, please contact 
our office and we can provide you with resources.  
Have a fantastic summer!  
Shelly Mohr and the Food Service Staff 
 

Online Registration for 2018-19 
Tipton School will again offer online registration for the 
2018-2019 school year. Families new to the Tipton 
District or who did not attend the spring 2018 pre-school 
or kindergarten round-up should call the school office to 
schedule a time to register in person.  
Office hours, Monday - Friday, beginning August 8: 
Elem: 8am-12pm & 1- 3:30pm - phone 563-886-6131 
MS: 8am-1pm & 2- 3:30 pm -- phone 563-886-6025 
HS:  8-11:45am & 12:45- 4pm - phone 563-886-6027 
The online process provides parents the opportunity to 
register their children and pay all registration fees online. 
Online registration fees must be paid for with a 
debit/credit card or electronic check.  
The convenient online school registration will be 
available August 4 through 11, 2018. Please complete 
online registration by August 11, 2018. 
Payment of fees may be completed any time during the 
school year. For those wishing to mail or pay in person 
you may call or come to the office AFTER August 8.  
Those paying in the office must have two (2) separate 
checks. ONLY cash or checks are accepted in the office. 
Secretaries do NOT keep cash on hand. When mailing 
in payments or paying in office, lunch payments must 
be made separately from all other fees. If paying by 
check you will need to have two checks. 
New this year: Under parent contact information you 
may select how each phone number listed is to receive 
notices and what types. By selecting "SMS (Text 
Message)" that number will receive texts. You will also 
select what type of messages that number is to receive -- 
Emergency/Weather Related, Student/Lunch Related, 
and/or General School Information. Those having 
grandparents, daycare providers, etc. wanting alerts on 
weather closings would register them here. 
PLEASE NOTE: additional registration 
information will be published in the Tipton 
Conservative in late July. 

EVERYONE IS AN EDUCATION BOOSTER 
     With the theme “Everyone is an education booster,” Tipton 
Education Boosters encourages all parents, community members and 
businesses to support TEB through annual memberships. TEB will do 
a fall membership drive for the 2018-19 school year, though 
memberships can be sent at any time. An individual membership is 
$5, a family membership is $10, commercial is $15, and a Big Booster 
membership is $25 or more. Memberships should be sent to Tipton 
Education Boosters, % Tipton Community Schools, 400 East Sixth 
St., Tipton, IA 52772. 

What your TEB membership provides 
     Developed in 1986, TEB continues to give support and 
encouragement for academic endeavors at all levels in the district. All 
membership funds are returned to the school district through: 
providing academic pins for middle school honor roll and academic 
letters/pins for the high school honor roll; maintaining the TEB Honor 
Roll bulletin boards showcase academics at the middle and high 
schools; supporting the National Honor Society induction ceremony; 
giving a donation for field trips and academic endeavors to both the 
elementary and middle school; providing a free book to every third 
grader at the Fall Book Fair; supporting the high school Academic 
Decathlon team for study materials and registration fees; providing 
birthday ribbons for every student at the elementary; sponsor and 
judge Middle School Earth Day essays; recognizing teachers, 
administration, and support staff during American Education Week; 
recognizing teachers during Teacher Appreciation Week with a 
certificate of appreciation with new teachers receiving a wooden TEB 
pencil with their name to display in their classrooms; and recognizing 
the Tipton's school board during School Board Recognition Week. 
Thank you for supporting TEB! 
 

Peer Mentoring 
Tipton high school’s Peer Mentoring program had another successful 
year.  The mission for this program is to positively impact the lives of 
young people by providing support and learning opportunities that 
promote character development and life-enhancing experiences. The 
school’s philosophy is providing youth with consistent, caring 
mentors and this will teach life skills and develop positive 
relationships through exposure to opportunities with the mentors. 
Meetings with mentors and mentees were held during senior release 
period and arranged with the elementary student’s classroom teacher.  
 

BOARD OF EDUCATION 
Tipton Community Schools, like every public school district in Iowa, 
is governed by a board of directors that is responsible for determining 
policies, setting the budget and maintaining standards of excellence in 
education on behalf of the community. Board members are elected for 
four-year terms. Tipton school board members are committed to their 
own lifelong learning and are regular participants in board 
development opportunities through the Iowa Association of School 
Boards. Board of Directors: Diane Wallick-President, Nolan Ford-
Vice President; Board Members: Ray Vitense, Kirby Bierman, Shane 
Boeve. 
 
  TipTon Summer AcTiviTieS 

*Flag Football    *Volleyball    *Basketball 
*T-Ball    *Baseball    *Softball 

*Red Cross Swimming Lessons    * Swim Club 
Also private Swim Lessons for any age 

Summer Camps 
*Basketball  *Tennis  *Volleyball   

*Soccer  *Cheer  *Dance 
Visit www.tiptoniowa.org for more information 

700 Park Rd, Tipton, IA  52772 
(563)886-2271 

http://www.schoolcafe.com/
tel:563-886-9701
tel:563-886-9701
mailto:Shelly.Mohr@tipton.k12.ia.us
http://www.schoolcafe.com/
http://www.tiptoniowa.org/
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ACADEMICS 
Academic Achievement - Congratulations to the Varsity Football 
team on achieving the Excellence Academic Achievement Award. 
Congratulations to the Boys and Girls Varsity Cross Country 
team, the varsity Football Cheerleaders, the Varsity Swim team, 
the Volleyball Team, the Wrestling Team, and Boys and Girls 
basketball teams on achieving the Distinguished Academic 
Achievement Award through the Iowa Athletic Assoc. Track and 
Golf are not available at this time. In order to obtain the award the 
teams combined GPA must be 3.25-4.00. 
Academic Decathlon – Tipton Academic Decathlon finished up a 
strong year with a 6th place finish at the state tournament in Ft. 
Dodge in early March. Individual event winners included Treavor 
Johnson, Steven Scheuermann, and Chloe Grosvenor. Chloe 
brought home a Tipton record of four individual medals. We had 
tons of support throughout the year including the Athenaeum, the 
Tipton Education Boosters, and Ms. Julie Courter who helped 
chaperone our trip.  
We are excited for next year's topic which will be centered on the 
US culture during the 1960's. Interested students from all 
backgrounds and gpa levels who wish to help our team seek 
another trip to the state tournament should contact Coach Andy 
Stroup at andy.stroup@tipton.k12.ia.us. 
Advanced Placement classes: 2 students took AP Calculus and 7 
students took the AP Computer Science Principles exam. 
BoxTops for Education is a project undertaken by the Middle 
School Life Skills class and Karen Royer's 4th. grade classroom.  
BoxTop$ are collected, cut, sorted, and counted.  The money 
raised is used for the elementary fund.  The money goes towards 
class trips and other elementary fun things! 
Our Labels for Learning is a project sponsored through Family 
Foods.  Our Family barcodes (all labels/packages that say Our 
Family including dairy/egg cartons) are collected and counted to 
be used for the Life Skills classroom.   
Please send all of your Our Family barcodes and BoxTops, to the 
school, or drop them off at Family Foods.  Thanks so much. 
College for Kids:  The summer enrichment camp, College for 
Kids (C4K) will be June 18-29 and July 9-20 at Coe College in 
Cedar Rapids. Transportation will be available through Mt. 
Vernon School District. A letter from Mt. Vernon school district 
was emailed to families who requested interest in transportation.  
It will be up to the family to complete the form and send payment 
by the deadline to pre-register their student to guarantee 
transportation with Mt. Vernon school. 
Dictionaries – Tipton Rotary Club presented dictionaries to all 
4th grade students at Tipton and Bennett Elementary Schools. This 
is part of Rotary’s literacy development program that is an annual 
community project. 
English as a Second Language - An English as a Second 
Language (ESL) program was established in the Tipton 
Community School District in September 2008 to serve the needs 
of students who come from homes where English is not the first 
language or the students have arrived from a non-English 
speaking country. Students qualify for the program based on 
parent input and assessments selected by the Iowa Dept of 
Education. 
The students are placed in a “pull out” program or are monitored 
in their regular classroom. Students who participate in the pull out 
program receive support in building vocabulary, reading 
comprehension and academic language. 
Each year the state of Iowa requires that all ESL students are 
tested with the Iowa English Language Proficiency Assessment 
for the 21st century (ELPA21.) This determines the proficiency 
level of the student ranging from level 1 – which is the beginner 
or basically non-English speaker to level 5 – which is fluent 
English proficient. Students in levels 1 – 4 are usually involved in 
pull out support. 
TCSD currently has 7 students on the ESL roster: 3 in elementary, 
2 in middle school and 2 in high school. Deb Cook is the ESL 
program coordinator and instructor. The state of Iowa requires all 
districts to have an endorsed ESL teacher if any students are 

enrolled in ESL in the district. Mrs. Cook completed her ESL 
endorsement through the University of Iowa in May 2012. 
Exchange Students – THS had 3 exchange students – Ane 
Dybedal from Norway, host family Chase & Candace Scott (EF 
Exchange); Veronica Liu from Taiwan, host family Jodey 
DeMoss & Glen Forbes (EF Exchange); and Kristina Roenne 
from Norway, host family Lon & Vickie Butterbrodt (EF 
Exchange). 
Extended Learning Program [ELP]: Had a great year 
working with our TAG students and providing resources for 
teachers to incorporate into their classrooms. Some of the 
highlights this spring include: 6th grade math competition in 
West Branch against 4 conference schools, using our brand new 
3-D printer that allows our students the opportunity to create 
their own designs and projects using CAD software, we 
received a partial grant (thank you Cedar County Foundation) to 
build a greenhouse for K-12 use, and we received a grant (thank 
you Iowa Governor's STEM Council) to bring a makerspace 
cart to the elementary building next year.  
Field Trips provide hands-on learning and application of the 
concepts students learn in the classroom and let's them make 
connections to what they are learning in school to the world.  
Kindergarten – The kindergarten class took trips to Wilson 
Apple Orchard near Iowa City in September, Pumpkin farm 
near Le Claire for Pumpkins in October, and a class picnic at 
City Park in May. The kindergarten also visited the Tipton 
Public Library! 
The 1st graders visited Niabi Zoo in May. We had a great time 
seeing all of the animals we did research projects about. We 
also went to The Old Creamery Theatre to see Junie B. Jones is 
Not a Crook. 
The 2nd graders went to the Putnam Museum in May. They 
saw a 3D movie and toured the museum exhibits. In May we 
went to Bennett Park to fish and hunt for insects. 
3rd graders went to Englert Theater in Iowa City to see Slim 
Goodbody, a presentation on make good health choices. The 
3rd grade also took part in the Food for America activities at the 
Cedar County fairgrounds sponsored by the FFA. 
4th grade: went to Cedar Rapids Symphony Orchestra. This 
was in conjunction with the Quad City Ballet Company. 
5th grade went to a Quad City River Bandits game in May. 
7/8th grade band performed at the Adventureland festival of 
bands and had a fantastic performance in the Palace Theatre. 
7th grade went to Four Mounds in Dubuque in spring for a 
team building experience. It offers the students a ropes course 
and other teamwork challenges.  
8th grade went to Camp Tanager by Mt. Vernon in May, and in 
April, they went to Kirkwood in Cedar Rapids. 
8th grade girls attended the Open Minds, Open Doors math 
conference at Coe College in Cedar Rapids in October. 
Ag/FFA students visited Kinze Manufacturing Plant and 
Innovation Center in Williamsburg in May. The Ag Power and 
Tech class went to Vermeer twice to learn how the shop works 
and how to operate and use a trencher.  And in the spring, the 
Landscaping class beautified the Tipton community with skills 
they learned in class.  
HS Life Skills-Took trips to Camp Courageous in the fall and 
spring, eating at restaurants, enjoyed a movie at the theater, 
explored the pumpkin patch in the fall.  
The Level 1 Special Education Program at the High School 
teamed up with Kirkwood Community College and Vocational 
Rehabilitation Services in Iowa City to provide 9th-12th grade 
students with learning disabilities a series of field trips to 
various businesses in our community as well as the Cedar 
Rapids area to allow them the opportunity to see different 
professions in order to help them with their post-secondary 
choices for living, learning, and working. Locally, trips were 
taken to Cummins Manufacturing, Tipton Veterinary Services, 
and Stone Mill Pet Resort. Most recently, we took a trip to 
Local 125 Plumbers and Pipefitters Union in Cedar Rapids to 
tour their Apprenticeship Fair that showed students various 

mailto:andy.stroup@tipton.k12.ia.us
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different trades that offer apprenticeship programs for high school 
graduates. Erik Irons is the teacher. 
I Have A Plan Iowa - Throughout the school year students 
worked on completing I Have A Plan Iowa (IHAPI) guideways. 
These guideways walk students through multiple assessments 
related to academics, careers, and postsecondary planning.  
Freshmen worked on the following areas: Interest Profiler, Career 
Finder, Basic Skills Survey, and updating their Plan of Study.  
Sophomores worked on: Work Values Sorter, Compared Careers, 
Explored Programs/Majors, College Articles, Compared Schools, 
and updated their Plan of Study.  Juniors worked on the following 
areas: Transferable Skills Checklist, Resume Builder, Cover 
Letter Creator, School Finder, College Visits, Practice a College 
Application, Financial Aid Articles, Scholarship Finder, and 
updated their Plan of Study.  Seniors worked on: Interest Profiler, 
Career Finder, School Finder, Career Plan Builder, Job Interview 
Practice, and updated their plan of study.  
9th grade Spring Mock Interviews – Freshmen participated in 
mock job interviews in April.  Volunteers from the community 
facilitated 10-15 minute interviews with students.  Leading up to 
this event students practiced job applications, interview questions, 
and thank you notes. These interviews were coordinated through 
Workplace Learning Connection. 
Jump Rope For Heart a Success at Tipton Elementary 
On March 9, students at Tipton Elementary jumped all over heart 
disease and stroke by participating in Jump Rope For Heart. The 
students raised more than $12,200 for the American Heart 
Association, which funds research, programs and education to 
fight heart disease and stroke, our nation’s No. 1 and No. 4 killers. 
“We had another great event,” said Matt Nerem, Jump Rope For 
Heart coordinator. “We all had a lot of fun, and the kids enjoyed 
learning about the importance of physical activity and how they 
can play a role in saving lives.”  2nd grader Van Johnson was the 
top fundraiser, collecting $265.  First grader Carson Wulf was 
close behind raising $255, while Mya Pursell and Allena Swick 
collected $250 each.  Mrs. Herterts 1st grade class was the top 
fund raising class with $1188 raised. 
Jump Rope For Heart is a program that promotes physical activity 
and heart health through jumping rope. It is co-sponsored by the 
American Heart Association and SHAPE America-Society of 
Health and Physical Educators. 
To make a donation or to find out more about Jump Rope For 
Heart, call your nearest American Heart Association office or call 
1-800-AHA-USA1 (1-800-242-8721) or online at heart.org/jump. 
Kirkwood Interactive Camps for Kids, K.I.C.K. is designed for 
youth ages 9-15. You can find more information about the camps 
Kirkwood offers at www.kirkwood.edu/kick. Some camps offered 
include video gaming camp, art camp, rocket camp, graphic 
design camp, photography camp, cooking camp, and much more. 
Leadership Conference – Noah Jedlicka represented THS at the 
annual Hugh O’Brien Youth Leadership Conference [HOBY], 
where Kamryn Chapman will be representing THS this summer. 
Magazine Sales – The MS held their annual magazine renewal 
fundraiser to provide funds to support all middle school 
extracurricular activities, including student council, athletics, field 
trips, Red Ribbon Week activities, dances, and other special 
events. This year $7516 was raised! The money earned was used 
for the MS fund. The middle school students and staff are very 
appreciative to the community and family members for their 
support of this fundraiser! 
Pi Bee - Ms. Meinert’s 7th grade math class held a Pi Bee 
competition to see who can recite the most numbers of Pi. Mack 
Walter recited 115 digits of Pi, the best in 7-3, Ava Boldt had 98. 
Nathan Dinges recited 60 digits of Pi, the best in 7-1 Molly 
Chapman recited 29 digits of Pi, the best in 7-2. 
Project Lead the Way – The high school completed its 8th year of 
Project Lead the Way (PLTW). PLTW is a non-profit organization 
established to help schools provide students with the knowledge 
they need to excel in high technology and engineering fields. It 
provides an opportunity for students to find out if engineering is 
the career for them before they enter college. Our students have 

proven that high expectations, a rigorous curriculum and real 
world experiences are a benefit to their education and career 
opportunities. This program is made possible by support with 
grants from the Iowa Department of Education, Kirkwood, the 
Kern Family foundation and Dawn Siech, the Tipton District 
Curriculum and Staff Development director.  
Publications – The high school publications class is responsible 
for the color yearbook each year. Throughout the year they take 
pictures, write copy and arrange and then enter and edit each 
page online prior to publication.  
Student of the Month - Tipton’s Rotary Club continues to 
recognize student achievement at THS by recognizing a student 
for demonstration of positive attitudes, behavior or academic 
achievement that goes beyond expectations for that particular 
student. The faculty nominates and selects an honoree each 
month. This year's honorees: Kyle Espinosa and Blake Wilkins, 
Erica Chapman, Peyton Stewart, Grace Bunge, Nova Gorden, 
Kallie Wallick, Tabatha Brown, Nick Paul. (May: not 
available at time of publication.) 
Volunteer Service: High School Mentors: Emmarie Husemann, 
Gavin Swallom; In-School Student Volunteers: HS Media 
Aides: Jamie Hora, Madelyn Jacoby, Nick Paul, Rohnny Shaw, Cole 
Stafford, and MacKenzie Waltz. 
Technology Updates: With the goal in mind to provide 
current technology resources to our students and staff, the 
district continues to update existing hardware and software 
while also moving toward emerging technologies. Here is a 
summary of changes made throughout this school year and a 
preview of what is being planned for 18-19. 
2017-2018 Updates: 
• Purchased 300 Chromebooks for HS core classrooms. This 

replaced existing obsolete chromebooks and added additional 
units for the new science classroom. 

• Replaced 35 faculty laptops that are on the 3-year 
replacement cycle. Existing laptops were reallocated within 
the district. 

• Upgraded internet connection / services 
o increased bandwidth from 200 MB/s to 400 MB/s 
o upgraded firewall to meet increased speed/connection 

demands 
• Re-purposed the Middle School Computer Lab 
o Desktops from this lab were reallocated within the district 
o Room became ELP classroom 

• Replaced 28 iMacs in the HS first floor lab.   
• Upgraded obsolete LCD projectors in the middle school and 

high school.  (Elem. projectors are all less than 3 years old) 
Counting desktop computers, laptops, Chromebooks and tablets 
the district currently provides nearly 1,600 devices for our 
students and staff. 
Plans for 2018-2019: 
• Restructure how chromebooks are assigned for students to 

make allocation of these devices more efficient. 
• Purchase 275-300 chromebooks for MS core classrooms. This 

will replace existing obsolete chromebooks and add 
additional units for the new science classrooms 

• Replace obsolete chromebooks in the ES with newer units. 
• Purchase 50 tablets to replace / supplement older iPads in the 

K-2 classrooms 
• Replace 10 faculty laptops that are on the 3-year replacement 

cycle.  Existing laptops will be reallocated within the district. 
• Upgrade security camera infrastructure 
o replace servers/software with enterprise-grade system 
o increase the number of indoor & outdoor cameras at all 

three buildings 
o incorporate new access control security at all 3 buildings 

• Re-purpose the Middle School Computer Lab 
o Desktops from this lab will be reallocated within the district 
o Room will become instructional space 

Upgrade wifi/internet connections in the MS gym to 
accommodate live-streaming of games, concerts etc.  
 

tel:(800)%20242-8721
http://heart.org/jump
http://www.kirkwood.edu/kick
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ATHLETICS RECAP 
Jamie Kofron - Drake Champion x 2: The Fire Department 
welcomed Jamie Kofron, our double Drake Relays 
champion, back into town on April 28. Being a double Drake 
Relays champion is something only 20 high school girls 
have done in the past 109 years. Only 4 other throwers 
have ever accomplished this. The Drake Relays is a meet 
where the top athletes in all classes are invited to compete. 
Congratulations, Jamie!  
Wrestling: Fifteen wrestlers competed for Tipton in 2017-
18.  As a team, the Tigers compiled a dual meet record of 
18-13 and finished 7th at the River Valley Conference meet.  
Individually, the Tigers had two conference runners-up in 
junior John Crowley and sophomore Austin Lenz. John 
Crowley was also a Sectional and District champion, 
advancing to the State Tournament where he placed 7th. 
Crowley earned special recognition for earning his 100th 
career victory, finishing his junior campaign with 117 career 
wins. He and Lenz led the team in many statistical 
categories including wins, technical falls, takedowns, near 
falls, and team points. Dylan Mente led in pins with 16. 
Nick Paul earned the “Senior Award” finishing his career as 
a 3-year letter winner. “Guts Club” members include 
Brendan Nantz, Austin Lenz, and Chance Koch. This was 
Lenz’s second “Guts Club” award, and for Koch, his third. 
17-18 team members: Brendan Nantz, Kaleb Mesick, Austin 
Lenz, John Crowley, Brandon Hines, Brenden Leeper, 
Chance Koch, Brandon Valet, Lucas Barnum, Tommy 
Brown, Levi Mohr, Nolan Ohrt, Dylan Mente, Nick Paul, and 
Jesse Lieser.  Team managers were Madison O’Leary, 
Grace Nichols, Karlee Kamberling, and Alyssa Gossman.  
Varsity Boys Basketball Season: The Tiger boys 
basketball team finished the season with a record of 16-8. 
This is the most wins from a boys basketball team at Tipton 
in the last 10 years. Northeast beat Tipton in the district 
semifinals. Tipton finished second in the RVC South behind 
Regina. The Tigers graduate five seniors in Blaise Thumma, 
Bryce Deerberg, Logan Hoffman, Quentin Mesick and Keith 
Penningroth. Sophomore Frank Bierman was named to the 
RVC Honorable Mention team while juniors, Andrew 
Stewart and Jacob Tischuk were both named to the RVC 
1st Team - South. Senior Logan Hoffman was named to the 
RVC Elite team and became Tipton's all-time leading scorer 
and all-time leading rebounder. Logan finished his career 
with 1,405 points. Logan has also been named to the all 
sub-state team and two all-star teams with more 
recognitions filing in.  
Volleyball 9-varsity:  Varsity finished 32-7 overall and 8-0 
in regular season River Valley Conference. We finished as 
the South Division champion. Varsity finished 12-1 overall in 
The Conference. The team made the first ever trip to the 
State Volleyball Tournament in the district’s history. The 9th-
10th team finished 10-7 overall and 4-4 in conference and JV 
finished 16-2 overall and 7-1 in conference. 
We broke several school records this year. Individual 
Records: Sommer Daniel broke the record for kills in a 
season with 424 kills/4.04 a game.  That record was set in 
2015 with 362 kills/3.8 a game.Team Records: We broke 
the assist record with 1144 assists (old record: 959 assists 
from 2016). We broke the kill record with 1216 kills. 
Previous record from 2016 was 1012 kills. We broke a team 
match record vs. Wilton with 67 assists. The old record was 
with 56 vs. Wilton in 2015. We also broke the kill record that 
night vs. Wilton with 71 kills. Previous record for kills was 
set in 2013 vs. Mid-Prairie with 59. The biggest record 
broken was matches won on a season. The old record of 26 
matches won from 1986 was smashed with 32 wins this 
season. We broke the games won record with 80 games 
won, the old record was 70 games from 1986; we only lost 
26 games this season.   

The varsity team received the Distinguished Academic 
Achievement Award. Amanda Smith and Sommer Daniel 
were named to the Elite All-Conference team. Blake 
Ehler, Jamie Kofron and Kamryn Chapman were all 
named to the All-Conference team and Emily Hermsen 
was Honorable Mention. Sommer Daniel and Amanda 
Smith named to the 3A Southwest All-District Team.    
The 7th grade boy’s track team completed a very 
successful track season, highlighted by winning the River 
Valley Conference South Division track meet. 
The Tigers competed in 7 meets during the season, 
finishing 1st in four of those meets. Team members 
included Connor Christian, Levi Daniel, Brody Deerberg, 
Nicholas Eicher, Jacob Ellis, Ezekial Graves, Trevor 
Hennings, Micah McDowell, Ty Nichols, Caden Schmidt, 
Jaxson Schott, Xander Schuett, Ty Stutzel, Ashton Urmie. 
Highlights of the RVC Meet included first place finishes by 
Caden Schmidt (100 Hurdles), Zeke Graves (200 
Hurdles), Levi Daniel (800 Meters), and Ty Nichols (1600 
Meters). Also finishing first were the 4x400 meter relay 
(Deerberg, Ellis, Schott, Daniel) and the 1600 Meter 
Medley Relay (Christian, Eicher, Graves, Schmidt).  The 
team put together a great effort, adding many other place 
winners to edge out Mid-Prairie in a tight race, 123-118.    
7th Grade Boys Basketball: The season started off rough 
with sicknesses but after a couple weeks these boys 
came together as a team.  Even though we had a winning 
record I know all of the boys wanted to win every game 
and were upset when they lost. This shows how 
competitive they are and that they care for each other.  
Great season! This class will succeed in the future.  
8th Grade Boys Track & Field: The spring of 2018 
belonged to Tipton 8th grade boys track team. The team 
won the last four of the seven meets they competed in 
and all in dominating fashion. This included a first place 
finish at the RVC South conference meet by an 
impressive 50 points. Individual conference champions 
included Skyler Schmidt in the 200 meter dash, Carter Hill 
in the 400 meter dash, and Kaleb Nerem in the 800 meter 
run. Relay champions were the 4x400 (Colton Miedl, 
Connor Sweeney, Jamie Kline, Carter Hill), the distance 
medley  (Jerry Havill, Garrett Zell, Colton Miedl, and Cody 
Bohlmann), and the 4x800 which set a new 8th grade 
team record (Kaleb Nerem, Troy Butler, Carter Hill, Jamie 
Kline). There were also many second and third place 
finishers to push the team to victory. The team worked 
hard and pushed each other to become better athletes 
and improved every single day. Coach Osier is extremely 
proud of all of the competitors and looks forward to their 
immediate contribution at the varsity level next year. Go 
Tigers!  
8th Grade Girls Track & Field: The 8th grade girls track 
team had an exciting season of continual improvement 
and development of new skills. The athletes were able to 
push themselves to beat their own personal records many 
times. We grew as a team and the girls discovered new 
strengths they had hiding within them. These girls will be 
good assets to any sports team or leadership group.  
8th grade boys basketball team: The 8th grade boys 
basketball team had a great season boasting a 6-5 record 
and finishing their season off with 3 straight wins including 
a huge comeback win over Wilton. The Tigers were led in 
scoring by Carter Hill (86), rebounding by Peyton 
Gaertner (74), assists by Ryan King (13) and steals by 
Bob Ryan (30). Overall, this was a great group to work 
with as they continued to grow and mature throughout the 
season. Best of luck to these fine young men at the high 
school level. 
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Reading Recovery Gets High Ratings 
Reading Recovery, an early literacy intervention 
program in the Tipton School since 1997, helps first 
graders who are struggling with early reading and 
writing skills. In Reading Recovery, children have 
daily 30-minute individual lessons with specially 
trained teacher, Deb Cook. Reading Recovery is a 
short-term literacy intervention for first graders with 
the lowest reading and writing achievement and is 
used in 7,500 schools in America. For students who 
complete the full series of lessons, 75% learn to 
read at grade level within 12 to 20 weeks and then 
continue their progress with good classroom 
teaching. This year 8 students were able to 
participate in the Recovery program. While Reading 
Recovery does not always bring students to average 
in their classroom – it always provides strategies 
and support for the students as well as involving 
parents in giving their child reading support. 
Reading Recovery can also serve as another 
measure when determining what further action a 
student may need to get support at the end of the 
program.  
The What Works Clearinghouse [WWC], an 
initiative of USDE's Institute of Education Sciences, 
was established to provide educators and the public 
with a central, trusted source for determining what 
works in education based on scientific evidence. 
WWC found that Reading Recovery has positive 
effects on students' alphabetic skills (phonemic 
awareness, phonics, and letter recognition) and 
general reading achievement. A finding of positive 
effects is WWC's highest rating. They found 
potentially positive effects, their next highest level 
of evidence, on fluency and comprehension 
outcomes. 
To learn more about WWC, visit 
http://www.whatworks.ed.gov and select "beginning 
reading". 
 
BackPack Buddy Program 
Once again Tipton and Bennett Elementary Schools 
partnered with Trinity Lutheran Church in Tipton 
and other local organizations to provide the 
BackPack Buddy Program to students. The 
BackPack Buddy Program endeavors to provide 
food for children on the weekends that might 
experience food insecurity when school meals are 
not available. Each Friday, children who are 
registered for the program are given a pack of food 
to eat over the weekend. The food is provided by 
HACAP. 
Community members contributed to support this 
program by donating at Community State Bank to 
the BackPack Buddy account. If your family is 
facing difficulty in providing food for your child on 
the weekends, you can contact the elementary 
school at 886-6131 to register to be a part of this 
program.  
Questions or concerns can be answered by Deb 
Cook, coordinator, deb.cook@tipton.k12.ia.us. 
 

 

BAND! 
The 7/8 band did great at Adventureland! 

The kids had an awesome time! 

 
News from the Library 
Caldecott Challenge 2018 
Again this year all students in 2nd and 3rd grades were invited to try 
the Caldecott Challenge in the school library.  The Caldecott 
award has been given annually since 1939 to children’s picture 
books for outstanding illustrations.  Winners from each grade are 
chosen randomly from those that completed the challenge.  
National Library Week 2018 
This year our school library celebrated National Library Week 
(April 8-14, 2018) with the theme “Quack Open a Good Book at 
your Library”.  Students and staff activities included a famous 
duck book title contest, hand written thanks yous to the Public 
Library, OSMO open house, alphabet duck soup game and a visit 
from Webster the 
Therapy duck, from 
Adel, Iowa.  A highlight 
of the week was that 
more than 100 Middle 
Schoolers joined in the 
celebration by 
participating in Read-
My-Shirt day on 
Tuesday.  A special 
thank you to Chad 
Jedlicka from Subway 
for donating prizes for 
our contests.  
 

Open eBooks!  
A free app called “Open eBooks!” is available to our 
students! It is a program designed to get books to kids. The 
free app allows kids of all ages and their caregivers to 
instantly download up to 10 eBooks at a time to their 
mobile digital devices. Each eBook is available for 56 
days before it must be renewed. Students and their families 
can choose eBooks based on the topics that 
get them excited about reading and learning, 
and search for eBooks by title or author.  
If you are interested in this and other free 
services available from our library, go to 
Media/Library on the school website. 

Save the Date! 
Fall Scholastic Book Fair 
September 25-27, 2018 

 

http://www.whatworks.ed.gov/
mailto:deb.cook@tipton.k12.ia.us
https://www.google.com/url?sa=i&source=images&cd=&cad=rja&uact=8&ved=2ahUKEwitrMmusanbAhURw1kKHWyzCAAQjRx6BAgBEAU&url=https://www.norris160.org/events/04-25-2018/1200am/middle-school-book-fair&psig=AOvVaw3jfWwdPu_lip26BJm1q4j1&ust=1527630533519436
http://openebooks.net/index.html
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Greenhouse Grant 
Congratulations 
and thank you to 
Mr. Stroup and 
his grant writing 
ability. Tipton 
Community 
Schools has been 
awarded $6500 by 
the Community 
Foundation of 
Cedar County. 
This will to go 
towards funding a 
Greenhouse here 

at Middle School. We are excited to see all the 
hands-on things and cross-curricular activities we 
can do with this opportunity! 
 
 

Dance team 

The Tigerette Dance Team had 12 members this 
year. We began the year by preparing for our State 
Dance Competition. This year we competed in 
Class VIII Pom and Small School Military, earning 
a Division I in both categories and a 5th place 
trophy in Small School Military. 
During the basketball season, we performed at most 
of the Friday night home games as well as a few 
Tuesday night games. The members of the team 
choreographed the routines. We were lucky again to 
have a former Tigerette, Janice Timmerman, be a 
guest choreographer help us out this year. 
Our 19th Annual Spring Show was held on 
February 23rd and was a huge success. The 
Tigerettes performed all of the routines from our 
season as well as a few new routines. A special 
favorite was the annual light show production! 
Guest performers were Nicole Rock's School of 
Dance. Special guests this year were an amazing 
group of alumni dancers who performed together 
after only a few hours of practice, and their 
performance was a crowd favorite.  
Mersades Tenley and Audra Griffiths were selected 
to perform with the All Iowa Honor Dance Team 
during the finals of the Girls' State Basketball 
tournament on March 1-3. Also, Mersades Tenley, 
Audra Griffiths and Charli Mosier competed at 
State Solo Competition which took place at Newton 
High School.  

Tipton Public Library Summer Reading Program  
Join the Tipton Public Library for the Summer Reading Program 
"Libraries Rock!"  Summer Reading Program registration opens 
Monday, June 4th at 10:00 a.m. and the program will end on 
Tuesday, July 10th at 4 p.m.  The program is open to babies through 
adults.  Register and pick up a reading log and calendar of fun 
programming at the Tipton Public Library or online at 
www.tipton.lib.ia.us.  Complete the reading log and win fun prizes 
and a pool party at the Tipton Aquatic Center on Tuesday, July 10th.  
Library cards and the Summer Reading Program are FREE!  Check 
out all the details and our complete calendar of programming at 
www.tipton.lib.ia.us and follow us on Facebook.  The Tipton Public 
Library is located at 206 Cedar Street, please call the library at 563-
886-6266 with any questions. 
 
THS Drama proudly presents Noises Off! 
Tipton High School Drama presented their spring play, Michael 
Frayn's Noises Off! on April 27 & 29. 
Called “the funniest farce ever written,” Noises Off presents a 
manic menagerie of itinerant actors rehearsing a flop 
called Nothing’s On. Doors slamming, on and offstage intrigue, 
and an errant plate of sardines all figure in the plot of this hilarious 
and classically comic play.  The antics of Dotty, Garry, Brooke, 
Freddie, Belinda, Selsdon, Lloyd, Poppy and Tim, on-stage and 
behind the scenes, kept the audience laughing out loud.  
 "Not only is this the funniest play I have ever seen," says director 
Kristi Peck, "it is also the best way to showcase our set design and 
building skills.  This show is worth coming to just to see the set in 
action --- and worth staying for the non-stop laughs!" 
 

Tipton Community School Alumni Database 
     The Tipton School Foundation is asking for assistance in updating 
the Tipton Community School alumni database. The names of all 
graduates from Tipton High School have been placed in an extensive 
database in the Superintendent's office.  
     The Foundation is asking individual alumni, reunion committees, 
and community members to send updated addresses for any Tipton 
graduates to: Tipton Community Schools, 400 East Sixth St., Tipton, 
IA 52772. Attn: Alumni Database.  
     The Foundation is seeking to update the list from the first classes 
in 1926 to the recent graduating classes. Some of the members of the 
early classes may now be deceased; however, that information has 
not been indicated in the listing. The more recent classes are still 
listed at their parents' home address, especially the graduating classes 
since 2000. So these files need to be updated to keep them current. 
     When sending information, please include the graduation year and 
maiden name where applicable. If filling out change of address 
forms, complete one and send it to the Tipton Community School.  
     The names on this Alumni list are used ONLY for school related 
activities and are not given out for third party mailings. For the cost 
of printing, reunion committees may obtain copies of class lists, 
complete with addresses, from the Superintendent's office. 
 
Iowa School Report Card 
Congratulations to Tipton High School! It is now ranked in the 
COMMENDABLE CATEGORY!!!!  Only 28% of Iowa high 
schools achieved this category and we are one of them! We moved up 
from “Acceptable” and are extremely proud of our efforts and hard 
work to make Tipton High School one of the premier high schools in 
the state!    

http://mail.tipton.lib.ia.us/Redirect/08737FB7/mail.tipton.lib.ia.us/Redirect/F8338A8B/www.tipton.lib.ia.us
http://mail.tipton.lib.ia.us/Redirect/08737FB7/mail.tipton.lib.ia.us/Redirect/F8338A8B/www.tipton.lib.ia.us


FFA News 
FFA Annual Banquet  
Submitted by: Keith Urmie (Chapter Reporter) 

Tipton FFA held its annual awards and 
officer installation banquet on May 1. 
There were 34 members and 84 guests 
present. The Greenhand Degree was 
given to 13 members: Jaydon Bierman, 
Grace Bunge, Zach Fisher, Grady 
Glick, Alex Hoffman, Kelley Lieser, 
Abbi Shumaker, Caleb Shumaker, 
John Thomsen, Keith Urmie, and 
Connor Wulf. Other awards given 
were: Star Greenhand: John Thomsen; 
Star Member: Keith Urmie; 
Outstanding Freshman: Gary Maiers; 
Outstanding Sophomore: Mitch 
McMurrin; Outstanding Junior: Chris 

Eicher; and Outstanding Senior: Jamie Hora. Awards were given for the Top 3 Fruit Sellers: 1st Keith Urmie, 
2nd Jamie Hora, and 3rd Jesse and Kelley Lieser. The Chili Contest Winners, Jessie Lieser and Levi Mohr, 
were given championship aprons. Senior Awards were given to the chapter’s 4 seniors: Logan Hoffman, Jamie 
Hora, Melanie Ford, and Courtney Schares. Awards were given to the 17 members who participated in a 
Career Development Event (CDE): Jaydon Bierman, Grace Bunge, Erica Chapman, Kamryn Chapman, Blake 
Ehler, Chris Eicher, Britney Ford, Grady Glick, Logan Hoffman, Jesse Lieser, Kelley Lieser, Gary Maiers, Levi 
Mohr, Caleb Shumaker, Keith Urmie, Sara Webb, and Blake Wilkins. Awards were given for State and County 
Fair Participation: State Fair: Maggie Borman, Britney Ford, Jamie Hora, Kayln Howe, Mitch McMurrin, Charli 
Mosier, and Stacey Weets; and County Fair: Chris Eicher, Britney Ford, Jamie Hora, Liz McMurrin, Mitch 
McMurrin, Charli Mosier, and Laressa Stout. There were 14 members who were recognized with the Academic 
Achievement Award for having at least a 3.5 GPA. They are Jaydon Bierman, Grace Bunge, Kamryn 
Chapman, Madison Conrad, Britney Ford, Alex Hoffman, Logan Hoffman, Jessie Lieser, Kelley Lieser, Charli 
Mosier, Abbi Shumaker, Caleb Shumaker, Keith Urmie, Sara Webb, and Blake Wilkins. Sponsors of the Tipton 
FFA and Alumni March Madness Cattle Show were also given awards. Parents and community members who 
helped at The Tipton FFA and Alumni March Madness Cattle Show were also given awards. The Honorary 
Member Award was given to community member and friend of the Tipton FFA Chapter Randy Borman. 
Retiring Officers, Logan Hoffman (President), Blake Wilkins (Vice President), Erica Chapman (Secretary), 
Charli Mosier (Treasurer), Blake Ehler (Reporter), and Kamryn Chapman (Sentinel) handed their offices over 
the the new officers. The new officers are: Jesse Lieser (President), Levi Mohr (Vice President), Kamryn 
Chapman (Secretary), Britney Ford (Treasurer), Keith Urmie (Reporter), Grady Glick (Sentinel), and CJ Eicher. 
(Historian). The Tipton FFA Chapter would like to thank all those who attended the banquet as well as 
everyone who has supported us throughout the year. 

  



FFA News 
Tipton FFA Hosts Food For America Event 
Submitted By Keith Urmie (Tipton FFA Chapter Reporter) 

On May 11, 2018 the Tipton FFA Chapter hosted its annual Food 
For America Event at the Kiddie Barn located on the Cedar 
County Fairgrounds. At the event elementary students were able 
to learn about safe animal practices along with how their food is 
raised.  There were 26 FFA members who participated in the 
event and approximately 270 elementary students in attendance. 
They would like to thank H. D. Cline Co. for providing them with a 
tractor to teach the elementary students about. They also want to 
thank the elementary students who were able to attend the event 
and their teachers who helped make it possible. 
 

FFA Visit Kinze Manufacturing Plant 
Submitted By: Keith Urmie (Tipton FFA Chapter Reporter) 
On May 7, nine members and FFA Advisor, Megan Mills, visited 
the Kinze Manufacturing Plant and Innovation Center in 
Williamsburg, Iowa. The members were: Grace Bunge, Chris 
Eicher, Zach Fisher, Jesse Lieser, Gary Maiers, Levi Mohr, Liz 
McMurrin, Mitch McMurrin and Keith Urmie. FFA members were 
given a tour of the plant and innovation center and learned about 
how Kinze Manufacturing got started, how they have changed 
over the years, and how they build their equipment. They would 
like to thank Kinze Manufacturing for letting them tour the plant. 

Ag Power and Technology 

This past semester the ag power and 
technology class has been working with 
Vermeer here in Tipton to learn about 
large machinery. The experts at Vermeer 
came to our classroom and taught us how 
to operate and use a directional drill. The 
class then had the chance to go to their 
location twice to learn how the shop works 
and how to operate and use a trencher.  
 
Landscaping 

This past spring semester the landscaping 
class has been using their skills to 
beautify the communities of Tipton Senior 
Park, Prairie Hills, Cedar Manor and the 
fairgrounds.   
Students who attended were: Alycia 
Barclay, Rachel Bierman, Trevor 
Brennan, Kamryn Chapman, Kaylea 
Claussen, Cole Syring, Tommy Brown, 
Austin Hubler, Kelley Lieser, Kaleb 
Mesick, Jill Northup, Matthew Rowold, 
Hunter Smith, Keira Swallom, and Seven 
VonThun. 

 



Tipton FFA receives Living to Serve Grant from National FFA Organization 
INDIANAPOLIS (Tuesday, March 20, 2018/National FFA Organization) – The Tipton FFA chapter in Tipton, IA has 
been awarded $360 as part of the Spring Semester-Long Living to Serve Grant program. The nationwide program 
provides grant money to local FFA chapters to support service-learning projects that address needs within the focus areas 
of community safety; environmental responsibility; hunger, health and nutrition; and community engagement during the 
fall semester. 
Tipton FFA plans to help assist the retirement communities of Tipton as well as the Fairgrounds with their landscaping 
needs. The chapter will be working in conjunction with Tipton High School’s landscaping class to complete this project in 
the months of April and May. It is the hope that students are able to put the skills they have learned in the classroom to 
use while helping beautify the community that we live in.  
The program provided over $80,000 to FFA chapters in 36 states. The 2018 Spring Semester-Long Living to Serve Grants 
are sponsored by CoBank, CSX and Tractor Supply Company. For more information and a complete listing of sponsors, 
visit FFA.org/livingtoserve.  
The National FFA Organization provides leadership, personal growth and career success training through agricultural 
education to 649,355 student members who belong to one of 7,859 local FFA chapters throughout the U.S., Puerto Rico 
and the U.S. Virgin Islands. The organization is also supported by 225,891 alumni members in 1,934 alumni chapters 
throughout the U.S. 
 

THS SPRING ART SHOW 
On Tuesday, May 15th, THS held the annual Spring Art show in the 1925 gym. 
Students displayed works from classes in both semesters including paintings, 
drawings, mixed media projects, and sculptures made of ceramic, plaster, and 
found objects. Many artists displayed an individual show made up of at least 5 
pieces of artwork. Congratulations to the following students:  1ST PLACE 
INDIVIDUAL SHOW: Gabi Lashmit (12th) 2ND: Blair Nebergall (12th); 

HONORABLE MENTIONS: Emmarie 
Husemann (12th), Andy Beckler (12th), 
Mackenzie Waltz (12th). "People's choice for 
best artwork went to Madeline Waltz for her 
acrylic painting entitled "Deep in Thought". 
Thank you to all students who displayed artwork in the 2018 THS Art Show. 

River Valley Conference Art Show 
Congratulations to all THS art students who showed work at the River Valley 
Conference Art Show in Iowa City on April 19th. Special congratulations go to: 
Sophomore Anna Markey for 2nd place-Non-Pencil Drawing, Senior Rohnny Shaw 
for 1st Place-Graphic Design, Kristina Roenne for 2nd Place-Graphic Design, Senior 
Emmarie Husemann 1st Place- Mixed Media. "Honorable Mention Award went to 
Senior Blair Nebergall, and "Rising Star" award went to Junior Katie Binns. 
 

         



FCCLA News 
FCCLA Attend State  

Leadership Conference 
Ellie Donohoe, Grace Bunge, Jamie Kofron, and 
Jaci Samuels attended the FCCLA Leadership 
Conference in 2018. 

 
 

Cake 
Decorating 
Baking Arts 
students 
practice cake 
decorating 
techniques. 
Moana Cake: 
Hannah Holets 
and Zoey 
Comstock (not 
pictured Tony 
Cecena, Blake 
Palmer, Starr 
Gorden, Madelynn Bramlett).  
Summer Cake: Sophie Fisher and Katelynn 
McDonald (not picture Kaylee Thumma)  

 

Cupcake Wars 
Baking Arts students were challenged with a secret 
ingredient during Cupcake Wars! Some of the secret 
ingredients were pretzels, Apricot Jelly and Instant 
caramel coffee. 
All Class Winners are pictured: Brendan Leeper, 
Connor Hermiston, Austin Lenz, Trevor Brennan (not 
pictured Logan Stolte) with the secret ingredient of 
Peanut Butter. 

 
Pizza Lab 

 
Life 101 students plan and perform a two day 
pizza lab.  Kayden Rezac, Cole Syring, Hailey 
Stewart, Liz Beriman. 

 
Baking Arts students practice cookie skills and 
creativity with Monster Milkshakes! Madison 
Conrad, Ashlyn Curry, Karlee Kamberling. 



Commendable School Banner 

Our new banner recognizing THS as a 2017 
"Commendable School"!  The banner is 

located outside the conference room and will 
serve as a proud reminder to all visitors what 

great students and staff we have at Tipton 
High School. 

 
TEA Friend of Education 

The Tipton 
Education 
Association 
awarded 
Teresa 
Bohlmann 
as Friend of 
Education 
for the 
2017-2018 
school year. 
Teresa is a 
positive role 
model that 
works hard 

to bring experiences to our students both in school and 
in the community. She is committed to providing new 
learning opportunities for all kids. We are lucky to 
have her as a parent, in our community, and certainly 
part of our school.  

CCA Leadership Summit 

Young Musicians Honor Band 
Laura Owen, Kaylee Pelzer, Addie Nerem, and Sam 
Horman. 

 

8th grade Community Cleanup 
The 8th graders participated in a community cleanup 
project around downtown Tipton in April. They did a 
great job!  

 
 

Earth Day Essay Winners! 
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Diane Wallick - President  
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The Tipton Community School District does not intentionally discriminate on the basis of sex, race, national origin, creed, age, marital status, or disability in their 
educational programs, activities, or employment practices, or as other wise prohibited by statute or regulation. 
 

 

It’s been an Honor 
As the school year comes to a close, so does my time in Tipton. I want to take the 
opportunity to thank you for the honor of serving this community and district as the 
superintendent of schools for the past 3 years.  
Words cannot fully express the respect I have for all of you—for your commitment, 
your passion, and the unique gifts you bring to the educational environment and 
community each and every day.  
Bob, my husband, found a quote that reads, “How lucky we are to have had something that makes saying 
goodbye so hard.” That pretty much sums it up. To us, Tipton is and will always be, in our hearts, a great 
place to live, work, and learn!    
Best, Dr. Johnson 
 

 
Tipton Volunteer Opportunities 

The most important hour of your week may be the one you give away.    
Every day, exciting opportunities for Tipton Community School students take place because the members of the community care 
enough to get involved. School volunteers are people just like you -- community members, parents, grandparents, students, business 
people and seniors – who have discovered that spending time and sharing talents with students is an energizing and worthwhile 
experience. 
Being a school volunteer doesn't require any special skills – you simply need to be yourself. As you share your time and skills, 
students' lives can change. Seeing students reach their potential in the classroom and grow as individuals is a wonderful benefit of 
being a school volunteer. Knowing that you play a role in helping students achieve success is the satisfying part.  If you are interested 
in becoming a volunteer for the upcoming school year please reply to: Tipton Community Schools, 400 E 6th Street Tipton, Iowa 
52772. 
 
Volunteer Ideas: Circle all you may be interested in: “Room parent”, Read to students, Early Elementary Reading, Elementary 
Reading/Writing, Listen to a student read, Middle School Reading, Career Mentor, Behavioral Mentor, Emotional/Social Mentor, 
Middle School Math, Elementary Math, Higher Level Math HS, Other:  

Please explain: ______________________________________________________________________________________________  
 
Extracurricular Activity Circle all you may be interested in:  Play piano (other instrument), Provide refreshments, Sew costumes, 
Set Up/Prepare for concerts/shows, Build theatrical sets, Paint or prepare sports fields, Judge a contest (e.g. Speech or FFA), Other:  

Please explain: _______________________________________________________________________________________________ 
 
Your Contact Information: (phone #, address, e-mail): 

 

First day of school for 2018-19 will be August 23, 2018!! 
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